
Parish Clerk’s Report on Agenda Items
5 June - 26 June, 2008

Item 3a: Audit to 31 March, 2008:  The following reply was received from the auditors: 

“Thank you for your letter of the 19 June 2008 enclosing your revised annual return. The additional 
charge was made as we did send all clerks a local council briefing, a checklist and access to our extranet 
where an example of a bank reconciliation can be found. As we go to these lengths we expect councils to 
be able to complete the required documentation correctly. If any changes are required we, according to 
our contract with the Audit Commission, can charge for any correspondence.

Therefore the charge of £25 is a valid charge and we will be charging it to you on completion of the 
audit.”

Item 6a: Parish/Town Council Elections: The following letter has been received from Tynedale 
Council:

“As part of the Structural Change Order implementing local government reorganisation in Northumberland, 
parish elections which were due in 2011 were deferred to 2013. This was designed to put parish elections on 
the same cycle as the elections to the new unitary authority (where elections are next due in 2013) without 
unduly shortening the terms of any current parish councillor.

During Parliamentary considerations of the Structural Change Order the possibility was raised of holding 
further parish elections in 2009 and in reply the Minister undertook to consult about this possibility.
Parish elections in 2009 would mean that extended terms of office for parish councillors of up to 6 years 
would be avoided and perhaps most significantly, that there would be newly elected parish councils 
coinciding with the introduction of the new unitary governance arrangements, including any new 
arrangements for engagement of communities at a local level.

However, this approach has the downside of reducing the terms of office of many parish councillors to 2 
years. It also creates additional parish elections in circumstances where there might already be a reluctance 
for people to put themselves forward as candidates.

The Government separately  are considering moving local  elections  due in May 2009 to the European 
Election date in June 2009 and, should it be decided to hold parish elections in 2009, it is likely to be on this 
June date.

I am therefore seeking your council's views as to whether you consider that there should be parish council 
elections in 2009, to enable a response to be forwarded to the Government. In coming to your decision it 
would be useful to know if you believe

there is a genuine local appetite for such elections that a significant proportion 
of seats would be contested.

I would be grateful for a response by 14 July.  I appreciate that you may not have a council meeting 
scheduled before that date, but in those circumstances I would be grateful if  you would consult your 
councillors separately to canvass their views.”

Item 6b: Post Office closure programme: The following two letters have been received from Tynedale 
Council and Northumberland County Council respectively:

“Tynedale Council: As you will be aware, Post Office Limited will be announcing proposed closure and 
alternative arrangements for post offices in Tynedale on 1 July 2008.

A consultation period on these proposals will run until 11 August with final decisions being taken early in 
September.
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Tynedale Council is keen to enable all interested Parish and Town Councils to respond to this consultation. 
To this end we would like to invite you to a meeting we have arranged at 6.00pm on Tuesday, 22 July 2008 
in the Council Chamber, Prospect House, Hexham.

At this meeting representatives of Post Office Limited will give a short presentation and it will be an 
opportunity for you to ask questions and put forward additional local information which  Post Office 
Limited may not have taken into account.

I appreciate that this exercise is being carried out at a difficult time of year and we have tried to get the 
period for consultation extended. Unfortunately, this request has been turned down and if we are to alter 
the proposals announced on 1 July we must submit any relevant additional information by the 11 August 
deadline.

I would be grateful if you could arrange for one or two representatives of your Council to be available 
on the 22 July to ensure that your views are heard by Post Office Limited.”

“Northumberland County Council: As you will be aware, the review of Northumberland Post Offices and the 
announcement of proposed Post Office closures is expected on 1 July. A report will be considered by the 
County Council's Executive Committee on 7 July. Details of the announcement will be reported at that 
meeting.

Recognising the strength of feeling throughout Northumberland regarding the proposed closures, the Chair 
of the above Committee, Councillor Peter Jackson, has asked me to arrange an open discussion on the issue.
The meeting will be held in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Morpeth on Friday 11, July 2008, 
commencing at 2.00 p.m. and invitations are being extended to a wide range of interested people.

Representatives from the Post Office will be asked to give details of the announcement and clarify the facts 
before opening up the discussion.

A summary of the issues raised will be taken back to the Community Services Overview and
Scrutiny Committee on Thursday, 24 July with a view to compiling recommendations for inclusion
in a ‘Northumberland' response to the Post Office.

I hope your Parish Council/Town Council/Community Action Partnership are able to be represented 
at the meeting and will find the opportunity for an open debate worthwhile.

I would be grateful if you could confirm by Monday, 30 June 2008 whether or not a representative of your 
organisation will be attending.”

Emma Anderson
26 June, 2007
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